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M eeting June 24th

Program: Richard Lilienthal will speak on milk bottles.

Show & Tell: Please bring recent acquisitions as well as unusual or unlisted milk
bottles.

Business: We need volunteersto help out with our show on August 10" and to
help distribute show fliers at antique malls and antique showsin the mean time. Lee
Shipman will be collecting table fees at the meeting. Please remember to sendin
your contract if you cannot attend the meeting.

Richard Lilienthal
(shown above right)
displayed a trio of E.
Abner Washington,
DC bottles (at right)
during the May
meeting.

Jim Sears (at left)
displayed early Mason
jars at the Baltimore
Antique Bottle Club’s
May meeting.

Marco Fuster brought
a strange ceramic
barrel to the May
meeting. While he
seems to have
become quite attached
to it, he had planned
to leave it behind
when he first dug it.

Meetings: 8:00 PM on the last Tuesday of each month In the Eplscopa Chureh of the Redeemer, 6201 Dunrobbin Dr., Bethesda, MD 20816,
President Matt Knagp Ve President Heney Fuchs Secretary: Jm Sears Treaswer: Ken Anderson

Pont: Jm Sears (emal: seargjim@usa net, PH: 703/243-2408) & Andy Goldfrank (emai: amg_sticky@yahoo.com, PH: 202/688-0643)
Web Sie  http://members.aol.com/potomacbtl/bottle2.htm Malntained by Peier Rydquist pehraug@aol.com
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A Mystery in Our Book Solved

by Richard Lilienthal

The third edition of our club’s bottle book includes
three milk bottles with the notation “indentation in
thelip (pouring spout)?” Most peoples’ initial
thought upon seeing the bottles was that the lips were
chipped. Only after seeing multiple bottles with the
identical “chip,” did we realize that the indentation
was deliberate.

My curiosity was peaked about ayear ago,
after discovering alink between two of the bottles.
Thelink was a bottle with “Evergreen Dairy” in a
slugplate and “Belle Pre” on the base. Armed with a
date for aBelle Pre patent, | headed to the US Patent
Office. | found that the indentation was designed, not
as apouring spout, but as agroove to hold a special
milk cap.

[lust A shows the patent for the unusual
milk bottle and cap; Illust B shows a bottle with that
patent. The patent describes a bottle with a section of
the top cut away forming a groove and a paper cap
adapted to fit into the groove. The cap would seal the
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lllustration A is above (patent text follows article).
lllustration C is at right.

June 2003 Page 2

bottle opening asin aregular bottle but the cap’s
integral extension through the groove and beyond
would serve as a handle, allowing for easy removal
without acap pick. The patent was designed to avoid
the problems of anormal paper cap, e.g., damaging
the paper cap when it isinserted and removed such
that it cannot be used a second time. The patented
snap cap would seal the bottle in the same manner as
aregular cap but would not be susceptible to damage
during insertion and removal.

lllustration B

Although | have never seen the cap
described in the patent, | have several of the bottles.
The bottles are all from the Washington DC —
Alexandria VA area, which is understandable since
the recipient of the patent was from Washington DC.
(Also because | collect bottles from this area). Only
one actual dairy is known to have used these bottles.
The other bottles having the patented groove are
believed to be manufacturer or jobber bottles made
for demonstration purposes. Thedairy bottle (111ust
C) isembossed asfollows:

“Evergreen Dairy, F.R. Horner, 1300 g st Nw,
Washington DC” insl ugpl ate.

Y
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The bottles show the typical signs of being early What do we know of the Belle Pre Bottle Company?
milks, i.e., squat shape, sun colored amethyst (SCA) Ilust F describesit as andthe lar gest milk bottle
color, “This Bottle to Be Washed and Returned” factory in theworld. Notethat F.R. Horner, owner
embossed on the back. Thisbottleisknown to exist of Evergreen Dairy islisted as vice president of the
in quart, pint, and half pint sizes. bottle company.

Thereisavariation of this bottle with the following
additional embossing on the base: “.... (unreadable P
but assumed to say “Bell”) Pre Bot Co Nov 21 99.” bl

The demonstration bottles (lllust D & E) are
embossed as follows:

“Belle Pre Bottle Co, Alex VA" inslugplate; “Patd
Nov 21'99” on base. The bottleis SCA andis
known to exist only in the gill size.
A - - :

Indusmial Almaniis—LABUEIT MILE BOTTLE FACTUNY [N THE WORLD

lllustration F above is accompanied by text below.

Industrial Alexandria.

The Belle Pre Bottl
Cm:sur. established 1 :
1] cered as follows: ﬂ
win L. C. Cockrell, Presi-
ttads; & APk
huz.-urr:'l'rmunr. 35”3‘

§. Bassett, Manager,
Illustration D Belle P!l" is IH:II“ lll“T!h'l‘..
milk bottle factory in the
“Belle-Pre Bottle Co, Washington DC, Patented” on m‘d" t:.nfhh d““ﬂ"'d exclu-
base. The bottleis SCA, squat, and is known to exist ﬂilk’ bﬂtl::l.m'l'h:mm
in the pint and half pint sizes. covers over alx n:ru'llul

produces l.u;m bottles

monthly, em ng 350 men,
aiso sell’ all kinds of
‘lh and ¢ np-
plies, and require over -
000,000 feet o? lumber year-
produce hih Aepes to
uce te
two saw mills, T

Neither the Belle Pre nor the Evergreen Dairy bottles
contain a bottle maker’s mark. Belle Preisnot listed
in Jeffrey L. Giarde’'s 1980 book Glass Milk Bottles:
Their Makersand Marks Any ideas asto what
happened to all the bottles produced at the largest
milk bottle factory in the world?

lllustration E
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PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN D. MILLER, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

MILK-JAR AND TOP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lotters Patent No, 637,740, dated November 21, 1899.
Application flsd May 1, 1800, Berial Na. 715,209, (o modal) * ?

To alfl whoem it may concerm.: :
Be it known that I, Jogw D. MICLER, a oiti-
zan of the TTnited States, residing at Washing-
ton,in the Distrietof Columbia, haveinvented
s gartain newand nseful Improvements in Milk-
Jarsand Tops; and I dodeclare the following
tobes full, claar, and exact deseription of the
invention, ench as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
nse the same, referonce being had fo the ace
companying drawings, and to thefigures of
refarence marked thereon, which form o part
of this specifieation. "
This invention relates to boftles and jars
generally, but moré espeeially to milk-jars
and tops for the same.

]

£3

My invention consists of a jar baving the |

usnal round neck and opening with tho heavy
ronnded bead on the top cut away at one point
neross the top, the bead being et down about
one-half. e walls formed inside of this
bead are preferably dovetalled or given &
glight inclination. 1
y invention farther consists of a pliable
or resilient top adapted to fit into the groove
formed in the top, said top being provided
with a lateral extension, which is adapted to
serve as a handle.
Heretofore it has been the custom for sani-
tary reasons to nse & paper top for all milk-
jars; but it has been found in practice that
gaid tops are liable to be damaged nnless great
care is taken when they are snapped into the
mouth of the bottle. Again, it is somewhat
diffienlt to remove said tops, and in removing
them they areinvariably damaged tosoch an
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extent that they cannotbe nsed & second time, |

and this is particularly objectionable to con-
sumers, as they have to provide an improvised
cover for the jer to provent the milk being
contaminated with ugm arising from vege-
tables, &c., in a refrigerator. Again, it is
not always convenient to provida an air-tight
‘COVEL. 3

It is the object of my invention to produce
& snap-cover for milk-jars that is cheap, sim-
ple, durable, and at the same time one that
18 not apt to become in inserting In
the month of the botile and ome that may
50 readily be removed from and replaced in the

bottle as often as found desirable withoot

40
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lllustration A continued

damage, the top being at all timeaan air-tight
closure for the jar; and with these objects in
view my invention comsists of the parts and
combination of parts; as will be more fully
hereinafter set ont, A

In the drawings, Figure 1isa top plan view
of & bottle embodying my invention. Fig. 2
is a vertical contral section of the same. Fig.
3 i a front elevation of my improved bottle.
Fig. 4 is atop plan view of a slightly-modified
consteoetion. Fig. 5 is a vertical contral seo-
tion of the same. Fig. 6 is & front elavation
of the same. ~Fig. 7 is & top plan view of the
lid or cover. :

1 represents a bottle or jar of approved con-
stroetion.

2 is the nsual bead or ronnded flange formed -
around the mouth of the bottle, theinner wall
of which is slightly inclined to form a dove-
tailed groove 3. . It will be seen from the sec-
tional views thatthe inner walls of the moath
of the bottle are set back & slight distance
from the walls of the neck of the boitle, thos.
forming a ledge 4-at the bottom of the _wal.'la 75
of the mouth, which serves as an additional
support to the dovetail groove for the cap or
cover,the cap or cover resting upon thisledge.
The bead 2 12 cat away between the points &
and 8 a distance greater than one-half the Bo
height of the inner wall between the ledge
and the top of the wall, the top of the eat-
away porlion hnini fat, forming bearing-sur-
faces T and 8 for the lid or mP when the m]g .
or lid is being inserted, while the points of &5
the bead at 5 and 6 form puides for the same.
The cut-away portion has a depression 8, hav-
ing & flatsurface, The walls of said dr;rlpraa—
sion are perpendicular, the same being flared
ontwardly toward the ledge 4. The bottom
of the depression 9 is oo a level with the top
of the ledge &

10 is a top or lid of my improved bottle or
jar, and it consists of a disk of paper provided
with an integral extension 11 from one side
of any spproved shape, which serves &5 &
handle by which the cover may be readily re-
moved apd replased. To cap this jn.ri}t« i
only necessary to place the body of the lid or
cover npon the Aattened portions 7 and 8 and
shove it in on a slight angle nntil the body
of the lid is entirely within a neck of a bottle,
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wherenpon the lid is prenqed’o'r ana.sped down
back of the flaring walls of the depression

% and held firmly and air-tight, the handle.

slipping down and resting in the depression

9. The cover may be removed by grasping

the handle 11, raising the same saofficiently
to olear the edge of the cover over the topsof
the flared walls of the depression 9, and then
by polling ontward. -

In the modified form the walls formed' in-
side of the bead 12 are perpendicalar from
the ledge 13 npward. . The bead i8 entirely
cut away or depressed from thetoptoa
on a level with the ledge 13 and. the walls of
the cut-away portion or depression-14 bein
taperéd downward from the-top of the-bea
to a point near the bottom of the depression,
from which -point they are perpendieunlar,
The lid dese; ‘hereinbefore may be naed
with this constroction of bottle. In thispon-
stroction the lid is pressed or snapped into
position, the depreasion 14 providing for the.
extension of tha handle. = The flaring or the

tapering of the walls of the depréssion serves

a8 a goi
slon.

15 is a lng or projection formed in the de-
pression 9 and projecting npwardly from the
bottom of said depression a distance.equal to
the depth of the depression. The inner face
of this lug is enrved to agree with the curva-
tore of the mouth of the bottle, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1. The_luﬁma:jr berectan
in vertical section; but I prefer to make it
with a sloping top, as clearly seen in Fig. 2,
inasmueh as the sloping face will not offer
any perceptible obstruction to the handle

@ forthe handle toward said depres-

‘when the same is lifted in the act of remov-

- ing the lid from the mouth of the bottle, as

45

will be readily pnderstood by those skilled
in this art. This lug 15, by reason of its po-
sition, sarves as a bearing-point for the topor.
lid to more firmly hold it against the walis of-
the mouth of the bottle. . The lid 10 is pro-
vided with. an aperture or opening having
three straight sides, while the fourth side
is curved, as is the curved face of the log or.

projeetion 15, whereby this opening may, |’

lllustration A _continued

- whanthpo;uvqriaplﬁmﬂ ini position, fit snugly

int

lar:

around the

d lag. 50

‘What I claim, and
tors Patent, is—

1. Abottle having a thickened bead sur-
rounding- its mouth, a ‘' dovetailed groove
formed in the inner wall of said bead, a cut- 5§
‘away portion: in said bead and a depression
i in said caot-away portion in combinas
tion .with a 11d or cover. g :

2. The combination with a bottle of a thick-
ened bead sorrounding:its. mouth, a dove- 6o
tailed groove formed in the inner wall of said
bead, a cut-away portion formed in said bead
and a depression formed in said cot-away
portion. . ;

ﬂaairé'tq, secare by Let-

.* 3, Thecombination with a bottle r;vf#‘ thick- 6

ened bead surronnding its mouth, n dove- -
-tailed groove formed in the inner wall of said

-bead, a cot-away portion wim-pargqnﬂiuqlm

walls formed in said bead. and.a depression
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‘with perpendicalar walls flaring ontward at 70

the rear in said cut-away portion} and a eover
‘having a body-portion and an integral later-
ally-extending handle. = .- 2

_ 4. A bottle having a thickened bead sur-
rounding its mouth, a depression or cut-away
formed in said bead and a lug projecting from
the bottom of said depression.
. b.. A bottle having a thickened bead sur-
rounding its month, a depression or cut«a
formed in said bead and a loghaving p,gum
inner baaﬂr‘ig-_fnm, said log projecting from
the bottom of said depression. :

6. The combination with a bottle havinga

thickened bead surrounding its mouth, a de-

ression or cut-away formed in said bead, a

75

80

85

lag projecting from the bottom of said de-

E:Hﬁiﬂu of a lid comprising a body portion,

?iﬂEMQp&ninE&dr:TM to engage said lug,
and an integral laterally-extending handle.
- In teaﬁm‘onty whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. R

; JOHN D. MILLER.
Witnesses: - ; :
Epwin 8. CLARKSON, -
B. F. FUNE.

Upcoming Area Bottle Shows

July 18 & 19(6 AM to dusk, both days) Adamstown, Pennsylvania: Shupp's Grove 2nd Annual Bottle Festival at
Shupp's Grove in Adamstown, PA. Info: Steve Guion, PH: (717) 560-9480, email: affinityinsurance@dejazzd.com
or Jere Hambleton, PH: (717) 393-5175, email: jshdetector@webtv.net

August 3 (10 AM to 4 PM, early buyers Sat. 5 PM) Millville, NJ: The Wheaton Village in Assoc. with the
F.O.H.B.C. Annual Show & Sale at the Wheaton Village. Info: Wheaton Village, 1501 Glasstown Road, Millville,
NJ 08332. PH: (856) 825-6800, ext. 2735

August 10 (9 AM to 3PM) Bethesda, Maryland: Potomac Bottle Collector’s Annual Show & Sale at the
Washington Waldorf School, 4800 Langamore Rd. (off Massachusetts Ave. inside the Washington Beltway),
Bethesda, Maryland. Info: Jim Sears, PH: (703) 243-2409, E-mail: searsjim@usa.net

Remember the FOHBC National Show ison June 29" in Louisville, Kentucky.
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Of Oyster Shellsand Marbles...
Privy Digging in Baltimore
By Al Miller

Still fairly new to the east coast and a complete
rookie in the world of bottle digging, | was filled with
enthusiasm by Peter Rydquist’ s suggestion that we
travel up to Baltimore to check out a construction
site. 1’d read many of Andy Goldfrank’sdigging
tales posted on the club’ swebsite, and even been
digging a couple times with Peter and Marco Fuster
at acouple old dump sites. It was becoming obvious
that the “bug” that compels some of usto spend
weekend hours away from family and other pursuits
was turning into a bit of afever for me.

I’d been to Baltimore a few times since we’' d moved
to Northern Virginia, but only to attend Orioles
games. During the last few trips, I’ d been struck by
how old the neighborhoods adjacent to Camden

Y ards looked, and my imagination raced about the
hundreds of bottles that must lie buried somewhere in
their backyards. Embossed beers and sodas,
medicine and drug bottles, and perhaps the
granddaddy of them all, torpedoes! I’d begun to
understand that at some point I’ d haveto get up to
Baltimore and do some digging to satisfy my
curiosity. Peter’s offer to go dig that Saturday
morning in late April was just too good to pass up.
We agreed to meet at 9 am. at the Laurel rest area
just off 1-95, and then I’ d follow him to the location.
My wife and | had plans later in the afternoon, so I’ d
be leaving Baltimore around 12 or so to get homein
time.

| was hopeful that three hours would be adequate to
at least find afew items to take home —we' d been
pretty successful in that amount of time at the dump
he'd taken me to for my first dig. Saturday morning
came and | packed some sodas, munchies, and
digging clothesin the car and headed to Laurel. |
met up with Peter and followed him to the
construction site near the harbor. We grabbed some
shovels, buckets, a probe, and assorted other tools
and walked the short block to the large vacant |ot
where we would dig. When we arrived, Peter
introduced me to Phil and Chris, who were already
about 5 feet into a brick-lined privy. Beside the top,
asmall assortment of bottles and shards they’d found
that day were strewn about. Wow — | mean, I’d seen
pictures before, but there were brick-lined privies
here! Right here under our noses! After talking with
Phil and Chris about what they’ d found and
consulting the Sanborn map they’ d brought along, we
dug afew test holes and ran the probe into the
ground. We eventually chose a spot we estimated
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was along the same rear property line asthe privy
Chrisand Phil werein.

We began digging, taking turns and clearing out
hard-packed clay and oyster shells. LOTS of oyster
shells. Whoever had lived herereally liked their
oysters. Eventually, we found what looked like the
back wall of the privy. We continued working
outward to find the sides, and after quite a bit of
head-scratching, realized that what we' d really found
was the outside of the back wall of aprivy. Asit
turned out, we'd have to move our operationsto the
other side of a chain-link fence running along the lot.
Fortunately, that side had been dug a bit aswell, and
the fence was wide open, so we moved over and
enlisted the aid of Phil and Christo clear out this new
privy we'd found.

Aswe opened it up, it showed itself to be atrench
about 18 inches wide by 4-5 feet in length, seemingly
filled entirely with oyster shells. We slowly removed
some of thetop layer, and almost instantly ran across
the 3-inch neck of a1915 Coke. Thiswas
encouraging — since we' d actually been outside of
any actual privy when we originally started digging,
it wasthefirst shard we'd found all day. Dueto the
confined space (which was made much worse by a
large tree adjacent to the trench), we worked out a
system. One of uswould stand in the trench and fill a
bucket with oyster shells, passit on to another who'd
empty it behind us, and the third would break loose
new dirt and oyster shells.

We started to make good progress, and Phil
commented that if they ate this many oysters, they’'d
likely need alot of beer to wash them down, and we
should be finding some embossed beers soon. | kept
checking my watch, realizing it was getting close to
time for me to leave, but knowing that we'd not
reached the bottom; there just had to be some bottles
beneath all these blasted oyster shells. | kept
bucketing oysters, ever hopeful, but finaly, 15
minutes past my self-imposed departure deadline,
knew | had to leave.

| left abit disappointed but learned alot about privy
digging that day. Peter and | spoke later in the week
and he told me they’d hit bottom at 4 feet or so and
found nothing but oyster shells. He said they stuck
around until almost dark and explored several other
priviesthat a construction trench had uncovered.
They found somefairly old shards and afew buttons
and other items, and he was looking forward to going
back. The next week, | saw Andy at the club meeting
and he shook his head when | told him we hadn’t
found much. He mentioned that Baltimore's
municipal code and sanitation standards had resulted
in many of the old privies being “too clean” (i.e.,
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dipped too often and thus devoid of most of the
bottles we were [ooking for).

Shortly after that, Peter and Andy went back to the
site again and found several more privies, including
at least one that was awooden barrel. At the May
club meeting, Peter showed off some of the items
they’ d found, including a couple open pontil bottles,
an unbroken pipe, buttons, and marbles. They
estimated they were into the 1840s or so, and both
were anxious to get back to the site and explore at
least one other privy they’ d tunneled to with some
very promising shards.

Soon after that, | received an email from Peter about
going digging the first Sunday in June at the same
spot. Andy and Marco would be joining in aswell,
and | waslooking forward to finally getting back out
after the very rainy May we'd had. Thistime | met
Peter at the siteat 9, with plansto leaveat 1. We
started by exploring a huge oval brick-liner that had
been opened up and then partialy filled in by some
other diggers the last time Peter and Andy were on
site. Peter carefully checked along the edgesin some
soil that had been amazingly undisturbed by the prior
occupants of the hole. He quickly found awhole (but
cracked) Frederick milk, an unembossed flask, a
Keystone Mineral Water hutch with the top broken
off, and an amber Improved Mason with the back
side shattered. Further careful exploration yielded
several afew small bottles and some blue and brown
marbles (of which | got afew).

We eventually began work on anew hole from which
theinitial probing had returned promising results.
We got several feet deep and realized we were once
again not inside aprivy. Eventualy, Andy and
Marco arrived, and we set out to open up the privy
that Andy and Peter had tunneled to the week before.
Marco and | pounded away at the hard-packed clay

Peter & Marco hoist a bucket
Andy hasfilled.

Andy givesanother bucketful of dirt the old heave-ho
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through the first few feet, and Andy and Peter pitched
in to help pry out a huge chunk of concrete that stood
between us and the bottom. Aswe worked to square
up the hole, Marco’ s shovel suddenly broke through
to the tunnel Peter and Andy had dug the week
before. Andy suggested werig up atripod and begin
bucketing out the hole.

Asluck would haveit, my 1 p.m. deadline was
quickly approaching, but we were too close to some
sort of breakthrough for me to leave now! | called
home and | eft avoicemail that I'd be leaving at 2.
We worked in anear frenzy of activity, but there was
still quite a bit of dirt to be removed, and before |
knew it, 2 p.m. was upon us. | headed home, alittle
wiser, alittle disappointed, but again hopeful that at
least something would be found after | left. | didn’'t
hear back from any of the group for aday or so, and
sent them an email (“...come on guys, the suspenseis
killing me... whatchafind? whatchafind???")

Marco’ s response came a short while later. “...The
hole went down about 6'. We got about 40 marbles
of which you get ¥a. They are made of actual stone
and are from about the 1820s. There was nothing
elseinthere...”

Peter sent afollow-up email. “...Andy dug a barrel
from about the 1850s after Marco left. It was only
about 3 ft deep. All we got to show for it wasanice
chinamarble and a broken o.p. medicine from
Baltimore. By the time we got the holefilled in and
the stuff packed up it was close to 10pm...It's
frustrating not to find much, but it will pay off one of
these days... Just got to keep trying...”

| know he’sright. For now, | think I’m in the market
for some sort of clear jar to display all my newfound
marbles.

Marco & Al pull another
bucket from Andy.



